





the adventures of an
xotic-wood buyer

HOW'S THIS FOR A
WHOPPER OF A LOG?

cut, sometimes streaked with purple, yel-
low, or orange,

ALL IN A DAY'S WORK

Right: After a tree is felled, warkers
remove lts limbs and clear vines and
debris. The trunk of this lapacho measured
18 feet long,

“Hey Keith, I’'ve always wondered...” Q.

When you deal in unfamiliar woods and take mysterious journeys, K

too, you aftract all kinds of attention from other woodworkers. ab
Keith tells us that people seem fascinated by exotic woods, and

they're forever asking him about his travels. Here are some of the Q.

most frequently asked questions, along with Keith’s answers: Ke

log

Q. How much do you pay for a board foot of lumber? Ng

Keith: | have paid anywhere from $.50 to $20.00 for kiln-dried, Ar

rough-surfaced, usually 4/4 stock. (I once paid $50.00 for some dli
pink ivory, one of the rarest woods in the world.) Freight, unload-

1 ing, and surfacing can add up to another dollar per board foot. We Q.

f sell exotics for double our cost, with 20% discounts for 20 or Ke

| more board feet. ab

46 WOOD magazine August 2000 Wi




A4

‘Jee} 0} inoge
0} dn }I0M S)BPOWILLIDOIE
1By} Yoojsjiey ajgejsnipe

ue yyim aue| pabtu

-fun| B pue ‘s951p uapoom ale
Y21y Jo S[eaum ay) ‘mespueq
B sainyes) ‘mojaq ‘doysyiom
lje-uado $2|Seq-0}-328q ay L
FTALS-NYAVNOVHYd
'ONIMHOMAOOM

"NOOMAI} SB BAl8S

I11m sBoj aseyy 1ey) sioed

-SN§ yiay 'saunjuad Auew o}
‘yaj 'auo siy} )] SLIBIXO Y)iM
pa|ney aaey ssabboj jpaon
ST33HM LOH

WO oUIZEBRLIPOOM MMM 00¢

Panuiuny
'shep 0z inoge

SAYEL 1 1890 1y 1 JO SL0S 10} SIeak z se Buo) Se palem oA | yney 10

ZXIusoyd 0} 108 07 JouIRIUOD B 8)E] }I Saop BUOl MOKH D ap

-f

‘feuoiippe s1 Jybiau pueju| “seay Bulp al

-Uey 10} Jaureiuod Jad oo’ Lg snid ST eul o1 1Y) Jo eunusbiy P
WoJj Jauiejuod B diys 0y 0OS'Z$ INOGE $1S0D )| "BOHAWY LLON
pue UInog Jo S1seod 18am 10 1s8a ayy dn Bunaaely sdiys uo papeo)
uay] ‘Lodees 159J88U 8Y) 0] PEYONI] ale SIGUIRIU0D 8] yuay

Z2S8)e18 8y} 0} yoeq poom oy} 196 nof op moH D a

pu

198} p1EO] 000’ In0qe Sl

0] N0 saUnbly yoIym ‘s B 1B PRoj JBUlejuod B AeaidA] ymeM ‘sl

Jauwiy e je Ang nok op poom yonu MoH ‘D




L

I'M SURE GLAD WE TRADED IN THE

OXEN FOR THIS FORKLIFT

I Above: Once logs reach the main
road, a forkiift scoops them up and
loads them on a flatbed truck.

Cancharana

the adventures of an
exotic-wood buyer

Q. Why use exotic woods?
Keith: Because of their color and figure, they add flair and
excitement to projects when used with more common woods.

Q. Can the vivid colors of exotic woods be maintained?
Keith: In a word, “No.” But you can lessen the damage caused
by light rays by using exterior finishes with UY blockers,

Q. How many hardwood species are there?

Keith: About 10,000. Of these, 3,000-4,000 provide usable
lumber. And about 300 different hardwoods are in common use
somewhere in the worid.

Q. Why are exotic woods so expensive?

Keith: Several reasons. For example, they cost more to bring to
market, they're scarce, some governments control pricing, and
there's a demand for premium stock.

Q. Doesn’t using exotic woods contribute to rainfor-
est destruction?
Keith: That's a complicated question, but if the lumber is har-
vested using sound forestry practices, there is negligible effect
on the rainforest &

4 of Keith’s Favorite Exotic Woods

(All available at $9.99/board faot)

Goncaio Alves

I CAN'T BELIEVE | BOUGHT
THE WHOLE LOAD

Deep red to maroon with
purplish markings.
Lightweight, very easy to
work, finishes smoothly,

Light golden brown to
reddish brown with dark
streaks producing a
beautiful striped or mot-

Above bottom: Here, Keith takes a very stable. tied figure. Hard and
hands-on approach to inspecting a heavy. Fine texture takes
load of exotic-wood timber that has a glass-fike finish.
just been harvested. “At these prices,
you want to make sure you're getting
the best possible wood,” Keith says, WA R D Guatamba |p§ .
- |Aisoknown as ivory- Olive brown to blackish
{ - | wood. Cream to lemon with expasure to sun,

| yellow. Generally straight
grain with fine, uniform

| texture. An excellent
turning wood.
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often with lighter or dark-
er striping. Usualily
straight grained. Great
strength and durability.
Exceltent for decking
and other types of out-
door projects.
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